Lead Outreach Grant Program - APPENDIX A

Background on Lead


Lead:  Exposure to lead, especially from deteriorating lead-based paint, remains one of the most important and best studied of the household environmental hazards to children.  Although blood lead levels have fallen nationally, a large reservoir of lead remains in housing.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found, for example, for children under age 6, that about 434,000 have elevated blood lead levels.  Overall, the prevalence rate among all children under six years of age was 2.2 percent.  Among low-income children living in older housing where lead-based paint is most prevalent, the rate climbed to 16 percent; and for African-American children living in such housing, it reached 21 percent.

HUD estimates that 38 million dwellings have some lead-based paint, and that 26 million have significant lead-based paint hazards.  Of those, about 5.7 million have young children and of those, about 1.6 million have household incomes under $30,000 per year.  Costs for lead hazard control can range anywhere from $500 to $15,000 per unit, depending on the extent of the hazard and the type of hazard control measures.  Corrective measures include paint stabilization, encapsulation, paint removal, enclosure and removal of certain building components coated with lead paint, and cleanup and clearance testing, which ensures the unit is safe for young children.

Educating the public and individuals living in “at-risk communities” about lead poisoning, symptoms, treatment and lead hazard prevention and control, and encouraging occupants to identify potential lead-based paint hazards, report them to property owners and managers, and public health and/or housing officials as appropriate, and enroll their housing units in lead hazard treatment programs, are key components in an overall plan to reduce the prevalence rate of lead poisoned children.

Publications regarding lead-based paint and childhood lead poisoning may be accessed, reviewed, or downloaded from the HUD Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control's website at: www.hud.gov/offices/lead.

