2008 ROSS-SC and PH FSS FAQ

Q. What does ROSS-SC replace?

A.  ROSS-SC replaces the ROSS-Family & Homeownership and ROSS-Elderly/Persons with Disabilities.  The CFDA number is the same as ROSS-Family & Homeownership was last year 14.870

Q.  If I currently have a ROSS-Family or ROSS-Elderly grant, can I apply for ROSS-SC?

A.  Yes.

Q.  Can I get both a PH FSS and a ROSS-SC grant?

A.  Yes.  Please note, though, that ROSS funds cannot be used to match other ROSS programs.
Q.  Can I use the same Program Coordinating Committee (PCC) for my FSS and ROSS programs?

A.  As long as the programs are covering the same geographical area and the PCC addresses the needs of both programs, it definitely makes sense to have one PCC that covers both.  

Q.  Can more than one person share the SC position?

A.  Yes, the application would be for one FTE, but that position may be shared as long as it’s feasible to make that work within the salary cap and local comparables.  You do not need to indicate this on the application.  This was clarified in the Technical Correction, published June 12, 2008

Q.  I currently am eligible to get EDSC as an add-on through the Op Fund each year.  If I get a ROSS-SC grant, will I have to give up my EDSC funds from the Op Fund?

A.  If you choose to serve Families through ROSS-SC, you may retain your EDSC.  However, if you choose to serve Elderly through ROSS-SC, you will permanently give up your eligibility for EDSC.  Weigh the options carefully.
Q.  Why does PH FSS have matching this year?
A.  Our Office of General Counsel re-read the statute under which the appropriation from Congress is granted and decided that the 25% match requirement applies to PH FSS as well.  It’s the same statute that’s been used since 2004, however, there was a new interpretation this year.  The match form will be required at grant agreement, however you can start collecting letters now.  It’s likely that we will use the same form that we use for the new ROSS-SC program.  HUD-52769.  
“The match may be in cash and/or in-kind donations.  Match may also be made up of self-sufficiency and supportive services/programs provided in-kind to participants in this program.  Selected applicants will be required to show proof of committed match at the time of grant agreement execution before any grant agreement will be executed.”
Q.  For PH FSS, do I need to indicate the match on the SF-424?  

A.  No, you don’t need to do anything with the match in the application.  

Q.  How do I count the number of units I have?
A.  PHAs should use the number of occupied conventional public housing units in their ACC as of September 30, 2007.  This was clarified in the Technical Correction, published June 12, 2008.
Q.  My form 2994-A “You Are Our Client” Survey isn’t letting me enter anything, what should I do?

A.  HUD knows about this problem and has re-issued this form in the latest version of the Instructions Download zip file.  However, it is not a mandatory document, so do not let it delay your application

Q.  Do I get extra points or extra consideration for providing more than the required 25% match?

A.  No.

Q.  I am a Resident Association that is applying as a non-profit.  Do I need a Contract Administrator Partner Agreement?

A.  Yes.  If you receive the preference for the first RA lottery (by checking “Yes” on HUD-52768) you must also comply with the CAPA requirement for RA applicants.  This was clarified in the Technical Correction, published June 12, 2008.  Non-troubled Housing Authorities can be Contract Administrators.  Contract Administrators may not be paid.  

Q.  Can Service Coordinator funds be sub-contracted?
A.  Yes, but this does not need to be indicated on the application.

Q.  If I am an RA, can I subcontract the SC position to my HA?

A.  Yes, but this does not need to be indicated on the application.

Q. If I am an RA, and I am using the HA as my Contract Administrator (CA), what happens if I also end up subcontracting to the HA for the SC position?

A.  If an RA applicant (or other applicant requiring a CA) wants to subcontract to the entity that they have indicated in their application will be their CA, they will be required to sign a new Contract Administrator Partner Agreement (CAPA) at the time of the sub-contract.  This will be AFTER the NOFA competition, so will be dealt with at that time through the HUD Field Office.  This scenario should not affect the NOFA competition.
