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2003 OUTLOOK
Janet L. Browder, Director, Multifamily Hub

Service Coordinator and Alternative Services Conference
On April 15 HUD will sponsor a conference addressing social services available in our
communities. The conference will focus on social service coordinator programs and other
programs such as food stamps, after school programs, neighborhood network programs,
etc. The conference will be held in the California State Building at 455 Golden Gate Avenue
in the Auditorium beginning at 8:30 a.m.
We will be providing additional information concerning this conference in the near future.
If there are particular items you would like to see on the agenda, please contact Angela
Morrison at 415-436-8469 or Christine Day at 415-436-8476.
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2002 SECTION 202/811 Capital Advance Grants
Announced

Terrorism Insurance Not An Insurance Coverage
Requirement
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Mold Growth and Prevention Tips
In this age of technological progress, there are also environmental consequences that we must deal with. Car exhaust fumes, pesticides, MTDE,
PCBs are only some of the invisible industrial chemicals polluting the air that we all breathe.
As the winter months have descended upon us, this is an especially appropriate time to discuss the issue of mold since excess moisture is the
underlying cause of indoor mold problems. Hot spots of mold growth in the home include damp basements and closets, bathrooms (especially
shower stalls), places where fresh food is stored, refrigerator drip trays, house plants, air conditioners, humidifiers, garbage pails, mattresses,
upholstered furniture, and old foam rubber pillows.
When live mold spores encounter moisture from building problems such as flooding, water intrusion, an ongoing leak, or even high relative
humidity, they may be able to grow. In addition, moisture can be produced within the home itself. For example, a 10-minute shower puts one pint of
moisture into the air, and three meals cooked on a stovetop for a family of four puts five pints into the air. Once mold is established, the amount of
mold may increase quickly and colonies can spread if enough moisture is available. Thus, although cleaning the site where mold is found can help
mitigate mold proliferation, it is important to remember that permanent mold removal and prevention necessitates moisture control.
Many types of mold can be smelled or seen. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) recommends that the first steps of mold detection should
always begin with visual inspection to locate sites of growth. Although advanced testing techniques have been developed, the MDH actually
discourages such testing in the early stages of mold detection because it is quite costly; and more importantly testing to determine the kinds and
amounts of mold present is rarely helpful. Instead the
Department of Health suggests that the first steps should always begin with visual
inspection to locate sites of mold growth. If a mold site is found, the next step is identifying the source of moisture. Remember, if the conditions
causing the mold growth in the first place are not corrected, mold growth will recur.
Guidelines for Reducing Mold Growth

1.

Inspect the Building for Signs of Mold, Moisture, Leaks, and Spills

- Look for water stains or discoloration on the ceiling, walls, floors, and windowsills.
- Look around and under sinks, and in bathrooms, for standing water, water stains, or mold.

2.

Reduce Indoors Humidity

- Reduce indoor humidity by venting showers and other moisture-generating sources to the outside.
- Use exhaust fans whenever cooking, dishwashing, and cleaning in food service areas.
- Control humidity levels and dampness by using air conditioners and de-humidifiers.

3.

Mold Removal

- Because studies of mold's potential effects on health are still in early stages, caution should be used when
employing remediation processes. Please visit the links below for more information on mold and its mitigation.
Check Out These Mold Links
1.

You can find out more about mold by checking out the Minnesota Department of Health website:
http://www.health.state.mn.us.
2. Learn about moisture prevention and mold mitigation: http://www.homemoisture.org.
3. National Center for Environmental Health has information on mold in English and Spanish:
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/airpollution/mold/.
You can order more literature from the California Environmental Investigation Branch by calling (510) 622-4500,
or on the web: www.dhs.ca.gov/ehib/. Publications include:
i. "Mold in My Home: What do I do? Moho en Mi Casa: Que Hago?"
ii. Fungi and Indoor Air Quality.
iii. Health Effects of Toxin-Producing Molds in California.

4.

5.

The Indoor Air Quality Program of the California Occupational Disease Control offers general information on mold,
as well as specific guidance on topics such as: hiring indoor air quality consultants, calendar of upcoming
conferences, and air quality-related announcements: www.cal-iaq.org.
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Issuances

H 2002-19, Extension of Notice H 99-7, Subordinate Financing by Federal Home Loan Banks Section 202 Supportive
Housing for the Elderly and Section 811 Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities Programs
H 2002-20, Clarification Regarding Title Approval Issues, Property Condition at Conveyance, Administrative Offsets, and
a New Process for Lender Appeal of Conveyance Issues
H 2002-21, Extension of Notice H 2001-10 (HUD): Cost Not Attributable to Dwelling Use and Site Not Attributable to
Dwelling Use in Underwriting FHA Multifamily Mortgages
Notice H 2002-22, Screening and Eviction for Drug Abuse and Other Criminal Activity - Final Rule
Notice H 02-23, Extension of Notice H 95-38 Secondary Financing by Public Bodies for Section 202 and Section 811
Projects
Mortgagee Letter 2002-23, Expiration of FEMA's National Flood Insurance Program
Mortgagee Letter 2002-24, Expiration of National Flood Insurance Program
Federal Register September 30, 2002, Fair Market Rents for the Housing Choice Voucher Program and Moderate
rehabilitation Single Room Occupancy Program Fiscal Year 2002; Notice
Federal Register October 15, 2002, Reduction in Certain FHA Multifamily Mortgage Insurance Premiums
Federal Register January 21, 2003, Notice of certain Operating Cost Adjustment Factors for Fiscal Year 2003
Federal Register January 22, 2003, Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments Program - Contract Rent Annual Adjustment Factors,
Fiscal Year 2003; Notice
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