Next Steps for Section 8 ARRA Reporting
Owners Must Obtain a DUNS Number:  Under a Housing Notice now in clearance, all projects receiving monthly rental assistance payments will be required to register with Dun & Bradstreet and obtain a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number by December 31, 2009.  This requirement—which is based on legislation enacted in 2006, and will affect PRAC projects as well as all Section 8 projects—is not directly related to the Recovery Act.  However, the 5,700 Section 8 projects that must report under ARRA will need to obtain DUNS Numbers immediately in order to be ready to report the use of Recovery Act funds on October 1st.  Essentially, the Section 8 owners that received ARRA money will be doing now what all project owners will have to do by the end of the year.

Notification to Section 8 Contract Owners:  HUD will be sending an electronic notification via TRACS IMAX software to the 5,700 projects that received Recovery Act money during FY 2009 to alert them to their reporting responsibilities and the urgency of obtaining the necessary registration numbers.  As the October 1st -10th reporting period nears, additional materials will be posted on the Multifamily web page to assist owners in completing the reporting template. This will include a list of all Section 8 contracts that received more than $25,000 in Recovery Act funding (the threshold for ARRA reporting), as well as a program-specific guide to answering many of the reports questions.  We will notify each office when this information is posted.

Owner Registration:  Projects receiving ARRA funding have until October 1st to register at www.federalreporting.gov in order to be able to submit the first quarterly report on Recovery Act spending.  As part of the Federal Reporting registration process, owners will need to have obtained a DUNS Number (see above) from Dun & Bradstreet, and also to have registered in the Central Contractor Register (CCR).  Please be aware that it typically takes about eight business days to complete the CCR registration process, and therefore, it is critical that owners begin this process right away.  More information on how to obtain these registrations is provided at the FederalReporting.gov web site.  This site has links to both Dun & Bradstreet and the CCR, and offers live support help to people attempting to register.

Who needs to report?  The law requires any “recipient” of more than $25,000 in Recovery Act money to file quarterly reports on the use of these funds.  Typically, the partnership or corporation that actually owns the Section 8 project and receives the money would be filling the report.

What is to be reported?  Recipients are expected to provide information on how much money was received, how the money was used, how many jobs were created or maintained as a result of receiving the funds, and, in certain cases, the compensation paid to  employees of the firm that receives ARRA money.   Since the threshold for compensation reporting is that the firm must receive more than $25 million in Federal funds in the prior year, and we do not anticipate that many Section 8 recipients will reach this level.    However, if the project received a significant amount of funds from other Federal programs last year, this requirement may still be applicable.

Since Recovery Act money was used to supplement existing Section 8 balances to assure timely assistance payments, many owners were unaware of the amount of Recover Act money they actually received, and would be unable to report on how much of the ARRA balance was actually spent.  Therefore, HUD will post this information, along with other technical data required in the reporting template (e.g., Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance Number, appropriation code, etc.) on the Multifamily web page at http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/mfh/sec8reportrecact.cfm.   

