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MOVING TO HIGHER OPPORTUNITY:  
Exploring Options and Opportunities for Housing Mobility

Thursday, January 9, 2014, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

AGENDA
AGENDA
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Registration, Coffee & Networking

9:00 – 9:15 a.m.

Welcome  
Jane C. W. Vincent

Regional Administrator, Region III, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Josh Shapiro  
Chair, Montgomery County Board of Commissioners  

Steady Moono
Vice President, Montgomery County Community College

9:15 – 9:30 a.m.

Keynote Address:  Moving to Higher Opportunity




Maurice Jones




Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

9:30 – 9:45 a.m.

Changing the Way We Do Housing 




Douglas S. Massey



Henry G. Bryant Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs, Princeton University
9:45 – 10:00 a.m.
Morning Break

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Panel Discussion:  Challenges in Finding Housing

This session, moderated by Theresa Singleton, will focus on the benefits and challenges of providing families with access to housing in areas of higher opportunity. Ms. Bell will set the stage by summarizing socio-economic conditions in the Greater Philadelphia region. Next, Mr. Rusk will identify areas of higher opportunity in Southeast Pennsylvania based on his work on regional opportunity mapping, and discuss the link between housing policy and school policy. Mr. Garboden will discuss the challenges, barriers, and opportunities faced by voucher holders who have moved to higher opportunity areas based on fieldwork and interviews with families in Baltimore, Maryland, and Mobile, Alabama. Finally, Ms. O’Neil will discuss, from a practitioner’s perspective, the obstacles families encounter when searching for housing, including Housing Mobility Counselors’ experiences in the field while assisting Housing Choice Voucher Program participants search for housing in opportunity areas.




Mary E. Bell

Manager, Demographic and Economic Analysis, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC)

David Rusk
Founding President, Building One America
Philip M.E. Garboden, MPP
Doctoral Student in Sociology, Johns Hopkins University

Jennifer Lee O’Neil

Director, Quadel Consulting Corporation

Moderator 
Theresa Y. Singleton
Vice President and Community Affairs Officer, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
11:30 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.
Lunch Break
12:30 – 1:30 p.m.
Panel Discussion:  Regional Perspectives on Regional Fair Housing
Local leaders involved in regional planning initiatives will discuss the value of regional fair housing in achieving inclusion, regional sustainability and economic growth.

North Jersey Sustainable Communities Initiative
Jerry Fried




Former Mayor, City of Montclair, NJ
Sandra B. Mordecai 
Certificated School Board Member, West Orange Board of Education and Interim Vice President of the New Jersey School Boards Association, Essex County Chapter, West Orange, NJ 

Southeastern Pennsylvania First Suburbs Project Initiative

Rev. Nathaniel Goodson, Jr.

Pastor, Prayer Chapel Church of God in Christ, Yeadon, PA and former Upper Darby Township Councilman (2005-2013)

Kirby A. Hudson




City Manager, City of Coatesville, PA



Marlon Millner



Councilman-At-Large, City of Norristown, PA



Ron Williams




School Board Director, Pottstown School District, PA
Lehigh Valley Sustainable Communities Initiative
Ed Pawlowski
Mayor, City of Allentown, PA

Moderator 


Salin Geevarghese
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
1:30 – 1:45 p.m.
Afternoon Break
1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Panel Discussion:  Mobility Programs
This session will explore the results-oriented approaches of two current programs: a Quadel-managed special Housing Choice Voucher mobility program, funded to support 2,156 tenant-based, project-based and home ownership vouchers, on behalf of the Housing Authority of Baltimore City and the Housing Choice Partners of Illinois, Inc. program designed to help break the cycle of intergenerational poverty and promote racial and economic diversity in housing generally and in the six-county Chicago region. Panelists from these two organizations will explore lessons-learned in their efforts to provide families with housing search assistance and counseling designed to help them access good schools, safe neighborhoods, employment and a healthy living environment. Best practices that may be applicable in the emerging design and development of a Philadelphia-area program. They will also explore the challenges they face with funding constraints, opportunities for rule and policy changes that could advance the mobility agenda and highlight the critical need for research of the effectiveness of various strategies as well as the cost-benefit.

Maurice Gadsden
Housing Counselor, Metropolitan Baltimore Quadel

Christine Klepper
Executive Director, Housing Choice Partners of Illinois, Inc.
Barbara Sard

Director of Housing Policy, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

Moderator  
Kelvin A. Jeremiah

President and Chief Executive Officer, Philadelphia Housing Authority

3:00 – 3:45 p.m.
Panel Discussion:  Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
This session will explain the recent reemergence of the strong anti-segregation mandate in the 1968 Fair Housing Act, and how it is changing the way state and local agencies administer federal housing programs. Beginning with the landmark Westchester County settlement in 2009, the Obama Administration has been using this Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) authority to ensure that state and local agencies avoid policies that increase segregation, and adopt policies that expand fair housing choice. Sara Pratt, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing Enforcement and Programs at HUD, will describe the current HUD process of reviewing the local “Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice” and provide examples of jurisdictions that have been found in violation of AFFH. In addition, she will discuss fair housing enforcement principles and their connection to housing mobility activities. Philip Tegeler, a civil rights lawyer and director of the Poverty & Race Research Action Council, will preview the forthcoming federal AFFH rule, and what it will mean for state and local officials, advocates and residents. The panelists will also discuss future reforms in federal housing policy and how they could help state and local agencies meet fair housing goals.    

Sara K. Pratt
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enforcement Programs, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development




Philip Tegeler




Executive Director, Poverty & Race Research Action Council
Moderator




Ed Geiger

Director, State of Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development 
3:45 – 4:00 p.m.
Closing Remarks

Sandra Henriquez

Assistant Secretary for Public & Indian Housing, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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