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Secretary Tours Miami Opportunity Zone 
 

 
In March 2019, Secretary Carson traveled to Miami to tour Tuscany 
Village Housing Complex, an apartment community located in an 
Opportunity Zone. Tuscany Village Housing Complex was recently 
built to provide affordable housing for low-income, elderly families 
in the neighborhood. This Miami community is just one of 427 Op-
portunity Zones which were designated by the Florida Governor as 
areas in need of economic revitalization. Secretary Carson was joined 
for the tour by Miami Mayor Francis Suarez. 
 
 
Photo:  Secretary Carson tours Tuscany Village Housing Complex 
with Miami Mayor Francis Suarez. 

Making Louisvilleôs Homeless Population Count 
Volunteers from the Louisville Field Office joined a record number 
of more than 300 volunteers for the cityôs annual Point-in-Time 
(PIT) Homeless Count. It was bitterly cold outside as volunteers 
fanned out across Louisville and Jefferson County in a collective 
effort to locate individuals and families living on the streets and in 
encampments. It was a stark reminder of what unsheltered home-
lessness looks like.  They witnessed a woman experiencing a psy-
chotic episode and a couple whose propane heater set their tent 
ablaze. The HUD team also discovered a group of people living in a 
makeshift shelter with a large wood-burning stove where they were 
burning trash. 

Last year, Louisville and Jefferson County's Continuum of Care 
reported nearly 1,000 people sleeping outdoors when it was 11 de-
grees. The local PIT count is successful due to the ever-growing 
support of volunteers. 

Photo: Volunteers gather for the Louisville Point in Time Count. 

Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly Program  

HUD is providing up to $50 million in Capital Advance funding for the development and operation of supportive rental 
housing for very-low income persons aged 62 years or older and for project rental subsidies in the form of a Project 
Rental Assistance Contract (PRAC) to maintain on going affordability.   

This funding, leveraged with other financing sources, will expand affordable housing opportunities and include support-
ive services such as transportation, continuing education and/or health that will allow seniors to live independently and 
to age in place.  These are the first funds for construction of new elderly housing under the Section 202 program since 
2010.  Multifamily is looking forward to supporting the construction of new units, with deep rental assistance, for the 
most vulnerable members of our communities.  HUD hosted a webinar in April which can be viewed by clicking here. 
 
Due to the regulations associated with NOFAs, there is limited information that can be shared about the NOFA. Any 
questions may be sent by email to 202CapitalAdvanceNOFA@hud.gov. HUD will maintain a repository of questions 
answered on the Funding Opportunities webpage.  The FY 2018 Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly Pro-
gram Capital Advance Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) is now posted on Grants.gov and can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9stp0yjTLxk&feature=youtu.be
mailto:202CapitalAdvanceNOFA@hud.gov
https://www.hud.gov/grants
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=314547
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Civic Towers in Miami Celebrates Ribbon Cutting 

Civic Towers, owned by Redwood 

Housing Partners, is a combined site of 

345 subsidized units divided in two 

buildings:  Civic Towers, a 195-unit 

family apartment, and Civic Towers 

Senior, a 150-unit elderly project. 

Located in Miami, Florida, the property 

was undergoing a substantial rehabilita-

tion when Hurricane Irma caused major 

damage to both buildings in September 

2017.  The structures were deemed un-

inhabitable, and residents were relocat-

ed to hotels. Water intrusion required 

the substantial rehabilitation to start 

over, but the owners worked diligently 

under difficult circumstances to rebuild 

the apartments.   

Redwood Housing Partners purchased 

Civic Towers in February 2017, which 

at the time was a severely troubled 

property.  Per HUD guidance, to as-

sume a Housing Assistance Payment 

contract of a troubled property, a sub-

stantial rehabilitation is required.   Red-

wood principals, Jeff Green and Ryan 

Fuson, started rehabilitation of the 

property in March 2017.  Work includ-

ed the replacement of the exterior pan-

els, new kitchens, new baths, flooring, 

lighting, landscaping, etc.    The initial 

plan was to complete renovation within 

one year of purchase (February 2018); 

however, the work turned out to be 

more than expected.  Exterior panels 

had to be special ordered, fabricated 

individually, and shipped to the site.   

In addition, the work was disturbing 

the remaining residents, therefore the 

owner worked to rehouse tenants in 

groups to hotels and their possessions 

were placed in storage units.  Having 

struggled with many setbacks, contrac-

tors were making significant progress 

by the end of the summer.   

Then, Hurricane Irma hit Miami in 

September 2017. Civic Towers, due to 

the rehabilitation, was vulnerable to 

the storm and the City of Miami 

deemed the structures damaged to the 

point that not only the units being ren-

ovated were unsafe, but all the apart-

ments were declared uninhabitable.  

This resulted in all residents having to 

be relocated at once.   The owners se-

cured hotel rooms and available apart-

ments, in addition to providing storage 

facilities for resident belongings.     

A new set of permits, strategies and 

workflow was set in place and the ren-

ovation work started over.   

It has been over two years since the 
rehabilitation began on Civic Towers; 
however, we are proud to say the sub-
stantial rehabilitation has been com-
pleted and residents have returned to a 

home they can be proud of and enjoy 
for many years to come.   

Public Service Recognition Week 
Public Service Recognition Week began in 1985 and is celebrated each year in May.  

During this special week, our nationôs civil servants are recognized for their hard work 

and willingness to serve their fellow citizens.  President Donald J. Trump stated in the 

recent proclamation:  ñThe contributions of these dedicated men and women strengthen 

our country and make a profound difference in the lives of all Americans.ò   

 


