HUD FIGHTS
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

Sample Of Fair Housing Cases
September 1997-February 2000

Summary of Key Actionsin Support of the Nation’s Fair Housing Goals
September 1997-February 2000

September 30, 1997

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION CRACKSDOWN ON HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
WITH NEW CHARGESAND $15MILLION IN GRANTS

In conjunction with the White House Conference on Race Relations, Secretary Cuomo announces
his commitment to “crack down” on housing discrimination and to double the number of enforcement
actions taken by HUD during President Clinton’s second term. Severd victims of discrimination spesk of
their experiences at the announcement. Antonina I ppolito describes how a caller threstened to firebomb
her home if she leased one of her rental propertiesto blacks or Hispanics. Mr. And Mrs. David Fernandez
of Cardwdll, Idaho, recount how they were prevented from purchasing a manufactured home from Mrs.
Fernandez’ s father because the owner of the park, in which the witness, shown only in silhouette, describes
how this former rental agent was instructed to code property listings with the word “ Archie’- short for
Archie Bunker - if the owner did not want blacks or Hispanics as tenants.

At the same event, HUD announces the release of $15 million in grant money to private non-profit
groups that fight housing discrimination at the community leve.
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October 13, 1997

HUD ACTION ON FOUR HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CASESFOLLOWS
CRACKDOWN ANNOUNCESBY PRESIDENT

Following up on President Clinton’s September 30th pledge, Secretary Cuomo announces the
successful resolution of four complaints of race-based housing discrimination in Alabama, Pennsylvania,
Arizonaand Cdifornia. Each complaint was resolved by means of avoluntary enforcement agreement.
Damages paid to complainants ranged from $3,000 to $10,000. These agreements, which are enforced by
the Department of Justice, provide relief to individuas injured by discrimination, give HUD greater



oversght into the operations of the housing provider or agent againgt whom the complaint was filed, and
commit the provider or agent to non-discriminatory practicesin the future.
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October 21, 1997

HUD CRACKDOWN ON HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CONTINUESWITH CHARGES
RISING OUT OF THREATSTO BLACK FAMILY IN WEST VIRGINIA

In Charleston, West Virginia, the Department announces the filing of charges againgt a white family
for harassing their black neighbors by barricading the path leading to the black family’ s land, threetening
members of the black family with agun and aknife, and hanging black plastic ducks from a white cross
mounted near the black family’sland. Craig and Gloria Smith said members of the Hobbs family
intimidated them and their three smdl children with threats of violence and racid durs ever snce they
moved their modular home onto a piece of land adjoining the Hobb' s property.
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October 30, 1997

HUD AWARDS $11.5MILLION TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIESIN 32 STATESTO FIGHT
ILLEGAL HOUSING DISCRIMINATION; FILES CHARGES AGAINST IOWA
LANDLORD WHO REFUSED TO RENT TO BLACKS

In Davenport, lowa, Secretary Cuomo announces the award of $11.5 Million to civil rights
enforcement agenciesin 32 dates. The funds will support Fair Housing investigations and enforcement by
date and local government partners around the country. The Secretary a so announces that HUD will take
legal action againgt Frank Quijas, a Davenport landlord who repeatedly turned away black apartment
seekers, tdling them that his lawyer told him that he “doesn’t have to rent to blacks” Jacqudline Ash and
Andre Echols, black apartment seekers who were discriminated againgt by Quijas, are being represented in
acvil suit againgt Quijas by the Department.
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November 7, 1997

HUD SETTLESHOUSING DISCRIMNATION CASE INVOLVING ACCESSIBILITY FOR
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIESIN GEORGIA

Secretary Cuomo announces the successful resolution of acomplaint aleging that new multi-family
housing built in Tucker, Georgia, was congructed without important accessbility features required by the
Fair Housing Act. The builder of Bentley Place Apartments, Charlie Roberts, acknowledges that
accessible housing “isthe law of theland and...areasonable law,” and pledges to retro-fit the 228-unit
complex to bring it into full compliance with the accessibility requirements of the Act. In addition, the
builder agrees to pay $4,000 to the fair housing advocacy group that identified the violations.
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November 10, 1997

PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES“MAKE ‘EM PAY” CRACKDOWN, BOOSTING
FINES FOR HOUSING DISCRIMINATION HATE ACTS

As part of his crackdown on hate crimes, President Clinton announces afive-part “Make ‘Em
Pay” initiative to fight housng-related acts of hate, violence and intimidation with sharply higher fines and
increased enforcement. The plan st forth by the President and Secretary Cuomo:
Increases pendties for hate actsinvolving housing discrimination; Strengthens the partnership between
HUD and the Department of Justice; Creates a closer relationship between HUD and non-federd civil
rights agencies, Promises more training on the investigation and resolution of hate crime complaints, and
Commits HUD to development of a new interactive Site on its existing Web Page to make it easier to
report hate crimes.
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November 13, 1997

HUD FUNDED GROUP ANNOUNCES SETTLEMENT OF SUIT AGAINST LANDLORD
CHARGED WITH EVICTING BLACK NUN BECAUSE OF HER RACE

Secretary Cuomo commends the Leadership Council of Chicago for their use of HUD fundsto
investigate and resolve a complaint filed by the Ssters of Providence after two nuns were evicted from a
Chicago apartment, alegedly because one was black. Sister Kathleen Burke, who is white, describes how
she had leased an gpartment with another nun from Clarence and Eileen Jacobs for four years. After
Burke sroommate |eft, Phyllis Sheppard, ablack psychologist and dso a Sister of Providence at the time,
moved in with Burke. When amember of the Jacobs family met Sheppard and became aware of he race,
the nuns were abruptly told to vacate. The Jacobs agree to pay the Order an undisclosed sum in addition
to the $165,000 required to settle arelated complaint filed before the city human relations commission.
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November 15, 1997

HUD AND THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORSJOIN FORCESTO
PROMOTE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY & BOOST MINORITY HOMEOWNERSHIP UNDER
PRESIDENT’SONE AMERICA INITIATIVE

During the nationa convention of the Nationa Association of Redltorsin New Orleans, Secretary
Cuomo and NAR sign a higtoric partnership agreement to promote equal housing opportunity and increase
minority homeownership. The initiative creates a new training and certification program open to more than
1.5 million red estate professonds across the nation. NAR adopts President Clinton’s One America Logo
for use by agents who are trained and certified in fair housing, committed to the principas of equa housing
opportunities, and who have no fair housing violations filed againgt them.
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November 25, 1997

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CHARGESARE FILED AGAINST OWNERS AND
MANAGERS OF RICHMOND, VA, APARTMENT COMPLEX; MANAGER ALLEGEDLY
SAID SHE WOULD KEEP “NIGGERS’ OUT

In Richmond, Secretary Cuomo announces that HUD will file housing discrimination charges
againg the owners and managers of Wedgewood Village, an apartment complex in Richmond, Virginia, for
refusing to rent to African Americans. HUD’ s uncovered black gpartment-seekers who were provide fase
information to discourage them from gpplying to Wedgewood Village. White tenants told HUD thet the
on-ste gpartment manager, Rita Baines-Lewis boasted to them that she was *keeping the niggers out.”

The civil charges announcesare againgt Lewis, the gpartment management company, and the owners of the
gpartments for discriminating againgt prospective black tenants. In addition, HUD issues an order barring
Lewis from employment by any company that receilves HUD housing assistance for one year.
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DECEMBER 5, 1997

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CHARGESARE FILED AGAINST
LOUISIANA APARTMENT OWNER

In Lake Charles, Louisana, Secretary’ s Representative Betsy Julian announces the filing charges
againgt Danny LeBlanc of Lake Charlesfor refusing to rent a studio apartment to Gene Lewis of Mossville
because Lewisis African American. Lewis responded to an advertisement to see the studio apartment,
located in afour-unit building, and was shown the unit by awoman who dlegedly warned him that the
owner told him, “I don't’ like to rent to you people ... brown, black, colored, whatever you call
yourselves” Later, arepresentative from the community organization ACORN cdled and LeBlanc told
him that an gpartment was dill available. The Department’ s investigation reveaed that within 12 days of
Lewis initid call to LeBlanc, LeBlanc rented three units --- dl to whites.
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DECEMBER 15, 1997
JUSTICE TAKESACTION ON HUD DISABILITY COMPLAINTSIN LASVEGAS
Following an investigation conducted by HUD, the Department of Jugtice files alawsuit against

Rock Spring Vigta Properties, the devel opers and architects of four housing developmentsin Las Vegas,
Nevada, for alegedly failing to construct housing complexes that are accessible to persons with disabilities.
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JANUARY 5, 1998



HUD REACHESAGREEEMENT WITH PINELLAS COUNTY HOUSING AUTHORITY
OVER FAIR HOUSING LAW VIOLATIONS

The Department announces that the Pinellas County Housing Authority in Floridahas Sgned a
voluntary compliance agreement to end housing discrimination uncovered by HUD invedigators. The
agreement commits the housing authority to take a series of actions over afive-year period to ensure that
the Authority’ s minority and disabled residents get the same treatment, housing options, and leve of
sarvices as mgority resdents. The Housing Authority has agreed to help move African American resdents
to predominatdly white housing and to reimburse residents with disabilities for improvements they made to
thelr units.

HUD found that the Housing Authority hed been excluding African Americans from predominantly
white developments and also made residents with disabilities pay for their own access improvements, such
as whedlchair ramps (PHAs are responsible for these costs). Since 1987, only four African American
elderly families have lived in the Housing Authority’ s two ederly developments, and HUD dso found a
pattern of resdentia segregation at two of the family developments.
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JANUARY 14, 1998

IOWA LANDLORD ACCUSED OF HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AGREESTO PAY
BLACKS $24,000 AFTER HUD FILESCHARGES

Secretary Cuomo announces that a Davenport landlord has agreed to pay three African Americans
atota of $24,000 to settle housing discrimination charges filed by HUD. Landlord Frank Quijas will pay
each of the three $8,000 to avoid further legal proceedings, Cuomo said. Quijas aso agreed in the
settlement to sall the three duplex apartments he now rents out and to leave the red estate business. In
addition, Quijas agreed to gpologize in writing to Jacqueine Ash, Andre Echols, and Tondalaya Williams
al black resident of Davenport.

Ash, Echols, and Williams dl said Quijas directly told them he would not rent to black tenants.
During HUD’ s investigation, Quijas told investigators he had not rented to African Americansin about 25
years.
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JANUARY 15, 1998

INVESTIGATION ISLAUNCHED INTO ALLEGED WIDESPREAD “DISCRIMINATION
WITH A SMILE” IN CALIFORNIA APARTMENTS

Secretary Cuomo launches an investigation of alegations of widespread housing discrimination by a
Southern Cdlifornia property management company and owners of nine Orange County gpartment
complexes with over 1,300 units.



“Illegd actions dleged a these gpartments involve discrimination with asmile” Cuomo said.
“Instead of telling people to their faces that minorities are unwelcome in an gpartment complex, rental
agents dlegedly told some of them politely --- and falsely --- that no gpartments were available or none
would be available for severa weeks.

kkkkkkkkkikkk*k

JANUARY 19, 1998

VICE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES $22 MILLION INCREASE PROPOSED BY CLINTON
ADMINISTRATION TO FIGHT HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

Vice President Al Gore announces that President Clinton will propose a$22 million budget
increase for HUD to intensify the fight against housing discrimination. The increase, to be proposed in the
president’s 1999 Federal Budget, would boost funding for HUD’ s Office of Fair Housng and Equd
Opportunity to $52 million from the current $30 million - a 73 percent increese. Theinitidiveisa primary
element of the Presdent’s“One America’ policy to bring Americans together.
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FEBRUARY 2, 1998

HUD SETTLESHOUSING DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT INVOLVING
DISABLED WOMEN IN ALABAMA

Secretary Cuomo announces a $110,000 settlement of a housing discrimination lawsit filed by a
disabled Alabamawoman who said her landlord refused to move her to an apartment that is wheelchair-
accessble.

The woman, who asked not to be publicly identified, said she has been unable to enter the only
bathroom of her gpartment in Jemison since moving there in April 1995 because her whed chair will not fit
through the door. Asaresult, the woman has been dependent on her two teenage daughters to help her
meet her persona hygiene needs outside the bathroom.
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FEBRUARY 12, 1998

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CHARGESARE FILED AGAINST TEXANSACCUSED OF
REFUSING TO RENT APARTMENTSTO BLACKS

Secretary Cuomo announces filing of housing discrimination charges againgt the manager and
owners of two Audtin, Texas, gpartment complexes, accusing them of fasdly telling an African American
man that no apartments were available at the same time gpartments were being rented to whites.



Black and white volunteers posing as prospective tenants at the gpartments found that black
“testers’ were told no units were available or were discouraged from applying, while white testers were
shown available units.
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FEBRUARY 17, 1998

ARIZONA LANDLORD AND NEWSPAPER ACCUSED OF HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST PARENTSAGREE TO SETTLEMENT

An Arizonalandlord accused of illegdly discrimination againgt a couple because they have children
—and anewspaper that published ads for an adults-only section of the landlord' s gpartment complex—
have agreed to a $90,000 settlement of housing discrimination charges, Secretary Cuomo announces.

The settlement is believed to be one of the firg of itskind in Arizonainvolving a newspaper
accused of illegdly publishing a discriminatory housing ad in violation of the Fair Housing Act. In addition,
the $75,000 cash portion of the settlement is the largest amount ever paid to settle a charge of housing
discrimination againg families with children in Arizona, according to the Southern Arizona Housing Center
in Tucson. The Housing Center filed the lawsuit on behdf of afamily that said they were told they could
not rent an gpartment at the Plaza Apartments in Sierra Vista because it was in an area reserved for adults.

kkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkk*k

MARCH 9, 1998

PROVIDER OF HOUSING FOR HISPANIC PERSONS SETTLES DISCRIMINATION
LAWSUIT FOR $101,000

Secretary Cuomo and Project Sentindl, a Bay Areafair housing agency funded by HUD, announce
the settlement of afederd court lawsuit aleging that the managers and owner of El Granada Mobile Home
Park in Moss Beach discriminated againgt Higpanic residents and Hispanic prospective gopplicants. The
plaintiffs, which included buyers, sdllers, and Realtors of mobile homes in the park, settled the matter with
the park for undisclosed terms, while the park paid Project Sentind $101,000 for investigative and lega
eXpenses.

After the plaintiffs gpproached the fair housing group about possible discrimination in the park,
Project Sentind investigated the matter by conducting paired tests using Hispanics and Caucasan testers
posing as mobile homeseekers and by examining rental gpplication files. The plaintiffs and Project Sentingl
filed suit after the investigation reveled aleged discriminatory practices.
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MARCH 10, 1998



HUD ANNOUNCESLANDMARK $1.4BILLION LENDING
DISCRIMINATION SETTLEMENT; WILL CONDUCT STUDY
OF MORTGAGE DISCRIMINATION

HUD sgns alandmark $1.4 billion agreement with three Texas mortgage lenders (Temple-Inland
Mortgage Corporation, Banc One Mortgage Corporation and Overton Bank and Trust) following an
investigation of clamsthat the lenders provided inferior terms to blacks and Hispanics who were seeking
loans. More than 20,000 low - and moderate-income and minority families are expected to receive home
mortgages as a result of the agreement.

The three lenders committed to the agreements after the Fort Worth Human Relations Commission
filed far lending complaints with HUD under the Fair Housing Act, based on testing results dleging unlawful
discrimingtion.
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MARCH 13, 1998

OPEN HOUSING CENTER FILESLAWSUIT ALLEGING HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
BY BROOKLYN REAL ESTATE AGENCY

The Open Housing Center of New Y ork files afedera class action lawsuit accusing a Brooklyn
reglty company of illega housing discrimination againgt African Americans, the Center and Secretary
Cuomo announce.

The Open Housing Center, which receives HUD funding, saysit filed the suit in U.S. Digtrict Court
in Brooklyn againgt Ted Bouzalas Redlty in Brooklyn, and its owners'agents, based on tests that showed
the realty company consistently turned away prospective black on tests that showed the realty company
congstently turned away prospective black tenants by telling them no apartments were available - a the
sametime it was showing gpartments to whites.
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MARCH 31, 1998

HUD CHARGES OREGON MOBILE HOME PARK OWNER WITH HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION THAT HARMSBOY, HISPARENTS, AND ELDERLY WOMAN

Secretary Cuomo announces that HUD has filed housing discrimination charges against a Sdlem
mobile park owner accused of refusing to rent space to a couple because they had a4-year old son. The
civil chargesfiled by HUD accuse Larry Angell, owner of the Scofield Mobile Home Park, and park
manager Hazed Dwigans of illegdly discriminating againgt Paul and Margo Gibson and their then 4-year old
son, Christopher, by refusing to dlow them to live in the park last April.



The refusa forced the Gibson family to cancd their plans to purchase amobile home in the park
from Lorna Knodd, who was then 89. Knodel is aso listed as a discrimination victim because of the lost
sde, asisher red edtate agent. Additiondly, the Fair Housing Council of Oregon conducted comparison
tests that found housing discriminetion was occurring.
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APRIL 3,1998

HUD ANNOUNCESRECORD $3.1 BILLION LENDING DISCRIMINATION
SETTLEMENT, WINS $325,000 HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CASE IN NEW ORLEANS,
FILESCIVIL CHARGES AGAINST FOUR MISSOURI MEN
IN CROSS-BURNING CASE

Secretary Cuomo announces the highest settlement of mortgage lending discrimination alegationsin
U.S. higtory - a conciliation agreement signed by AccuBanc Mortgage Corp. targeted $2.1 billion in
mortgages to minorities and low - and moderate-income familiesin the next three years to enable them to
become homeowners. In addition, AccuBanc agreed to spend $24 million over the next three yearsin
mortgage closing will receive mortgages because of the agreement.

Test of AccuBanc service were conducted by whites and minorities posing as applicants for home
mortgage loans. Onetest in Ddlas showed that a minority tester was told he was digible for an $85,000
loan, while awhite tester with aless favorable financid record was told he was digible for aloan of
$110,000 to $150,000.

In New Orleans, a housing discrimination lawsuit againg the Riviera Oaks Apartments is settled for
$325,000. The gpartment owners were accused of segregating African American tenants in gpartments on
one Sde of the 140-unit complex, requiring them to use a separate swvimming pool from whites, and
denying them the same services provided to white tenants. Owners of the gpartments have fired the on-site
manager and are salling the gpartments.

Additiondly, HUD files civil charges of housing discrimination againg four Missouri men involved in
across-burning in Rushville a the home of awoman of Cape Verdean heritage who they believed was
part of an African American family. Liza Cogtafound a seven-foot cross burning on her front lawvn last
year. “| don’'t understand what these men were thinking,” she said. “I don’t understand what gave them
the right to decide who's good enough to live in this town.”
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APRIL 21, 1998

HUD LAWSUIT ENDSIN VICTORY FOR DISABILITY COMMUNITY; DEPARTMENT,
LENDER SETTLE DISCRIMNATION ALLEGATIONS



HUD civil action on behdf of the Will-Grundy Center for Independent Living, a service and
advocacy organization for persons with disabilitiesin Joliet, 1L, forces a builder to make new multifamily
housing units accessible to persons with disabilities and pay damages estimated a $62,000.

HUD’s Chief Administrative Law Judge ordered Perland Corp. and its president/owner, William
Persico of Crest Hill, IL, to retrofit seven unsold condominiums and the common areafor one building to
bring them into compliance with the Fair Housng Act. Thomas A. Buchar and Asociates, Inc., the
architects at the Meadow View Terrace Condominiums in Joliet, settled separately and agreed to pay
$9,000.

Additionally, the Secretary announces that SFM Mortgage, with headquarters in Bedford, TX, has
agreed to sdttle alending discrimination complaint by committing more than $35.4 million over the next
three years to improve homeownership opportunities for expected to receive home loans as aresult of the
agreement with HUD. Testing results showed trestment by SFM employees toward African American and
Hispanics which did not meet the company’s own standards and may have violated the Fair Housing Act.
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May 21, 1998

CUOMO ANNOUNCESHOUSING DISCRIMINATION CHARGES AGAINST
RICHMOND LANDLORD ACCUSED OF REFUSING TO RENT TO BLACK WOMAN

Secretary Cuomo announced that HUD filed housing discrimination charges againgt the owner of a
Richmond, VA, gpartment house, accusing him of refusing to rent to awoman because sheis black and
because she has a child. Gerdd Quincy Loney, an African American woman who isthe mother of an 11-
year-old son, said she cdled landlord Latane Frank Norman after she saw an ad for avacant apartment in
his building, and he told her the rent was $500 a month. After talking with her on the telephone and asking
additiond questions about her son, Norman raised the rent to $575 and told her she could not immediately
see the gpartment. When Loney cdled in severa days she said Norman told her the rent for the apartment
was now $700. Loney said she insisted on seeing the apartment and made an gppointment, but Norman
did not keep the appointment. Two weeks later, Loney noticed the gpartment was again being advertised
s0 she said she had awhite co-worker inquire and that person was told the rent was $500. Loney said she
then cdled Norman again, disguising her voice, and was told the rent was $500.

A tenant of the gpartment house later told investigators that Norman had said that a“colored lady”
with children had come by to see the gpartment and that he did not want anything to do with childrenin his
gpatments, even though he knew he could get into trouble for not renting to families with children. The
tenant, who is a Sngle white woman, said Norman told her that he wanted “ decent people’ like her to rent
the apartment.
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June 4, 1998

CUOMO ANNOUNCES CHICAGO-AREA LANDLORDSACCUSED OF HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION AGREE TO PAY INTERACIAL COUPLE $65,000
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Secretary Andrew Cuomo announced that two suburban Chicago landlords — accused of refusing
to rent to an interracia couple and of turning away other blacks— agreed to pay a $65,000 settlement.

Eric and Beth King were trying to move from Marietta, GA, to the Chicago area when they
responded to a newspaper ad for a house owned by Barbara and Kenneth Civik and managed by Barbara
Civik. Eric, who isblack, and Beth, who iswhite, and their 20-month-old daughter went to see the
property. Barbara Civik showed them the house but when the couple caled back that night saying they
wanted to sgn alease, Civik dlegedly told them she would not rent to an interracid couple because she
feared for their safety, and because she was afraid the property would be damaged, among other
explanaions.
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June 9, 1998

HUD FILESDISCRIMINATION CHARGES AGAINST MISSOURI DEVELOPER
ACCUSED OF REFUSING TO SELL HOME TO AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMAN

HUD filed charges of housing discrimination againgt awhite developer for dlegedly refusing to sl
ahousein an al-white subdivison outsde . Louis MO, to a black woman and making offensve
comments to her red estate agent. In November 1997, Shannon Graham of Cedar Hills, her fiancé, and
red estate agent visted some homesin High Ridge, a Jefferson County community southwest of . Louis.
They met with development representative Dennis Riebold, and viewed amodd house. During the vist,
Riebold gave the real estate agent amessage to cal atelephone number. The agent later called from her
car phone, and spoke to Dennis' father, Leonard, president of C & R Congtruction and Development
Company and developer of the property. The agent said Leonard Riebold asked her if her clients were
black, and when she said they were, he dlegedly made offensive statements to her and said that she should
have known better than to bring them to his development.
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June 16, 1998

CUOMO SAYSOREGON MOBILE HOME PARK OWNER AND MANAGER AGREE TO
PAY $27,000 AFTER HUD FILESHOUSING DISCRIMINATION CHARGES

Secretary Cuomo announced that an Oregon mobile home park owner and the park’ s manager
agreed to pay $27,000 to settle housing discrimination charges accusing them of refusing to rent to a couple
because the couple had a 4-year-old son. Larry Angdl, owner of the Scofield Mobile Home Park
near Salem, OR, and park manager Hazel Dwigans agreed to make the $27,000 payment to settle the
discrimination chargesfiled by HUD. HUD accused the two of illegdly discriminating againgt Paul and
Margo Gibson and their then-4-year-old son, Christopher, by refusing to dlow the family to live in the park
in April 1997.
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October 15, 1998

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND HUD ANNOUNCE RECORD $480,000 SETTLEMENT
IN HOUSING DISCRIMINATION CASE IN VIRGINIA

HUD and the Justice Department announced that the owners and managers of a Richmond,
Virginia, gpartment complex who were accused of refusing to rent to African Americans agreed to a
$480,000 sttlement — the largest settlement ever in arentd discrimination casein Virginia

The agreement required the owners and managers of Wedgewood Village Apartments to pay
damages and civil pendtiesfor dlegedly discouraging African Americans from renting apartments for the
past eight years. Additiondly, the owners and managers have agreed to develop afar housing policy,
require their employees to attend fair housing training, and hire an independent consulting firm to conduct
sdf-testing of the gpartment complex over the next three years.

Larry B. Hal, . and Rokena Dunaway said they were denied apartments at Wedgewood Village
because they are black. Hall said that when he tried to gpply for an gpartment he was told falsdly by an
gpartment employee that to live in the complex a person had to be either a single parent, a Socid Security
recipient, or handicapped. Later, he said he learned from a white friend living at Wedgewood that awhite
gpplicant was not given the same requirements and was given an application. Dunaway, a mother of two
children, said she was told she would need an income above $20,000 and that she would be on awaiting
list for three to six months to get an gpartment. She said white gpplicants were given identical two-bedroom
gpartments ahead of her without await.
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October 26, 1998

CUOMO WELCOMES $100 MILLION HOUSING DISCRIMINATION VERDICT
RESULTING FROM HUD TESTING AGAINST NATIONWIDE INSURANCE

Secretary Cuomo welcomed a record $100 million judgment issued by a Richmond, VA jury
agang Nationwide Insurance Co., after ajury concluded that HUD-funded testing showed the company
engaged in a pattern of discrimination againg black homeowners and inner city neighborhoods. Five fair
housing groups received $1.5 million from HUD in 1995 to conduct testing thet led to the verdict. Blacks
and whites posing as homeowners conducted testing that determined that Nationwide agents treated
people differently based on their race and on the racial makeup of the neighborhoods in which they said
they lived. One of the groups receiving HUD funding — Housing Opportunities Made Equd, of Richmond —
brought the lawsuit that resulted in today’ s verdict.

The Richmond Circuit Court jury found that Nationwide — based in Columbus, OH — offered
superior homeowners insurance coverage on homes in white neighborhoods, and at the same time often
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denied covered or offered less desirable or more costly coverage on comparable homes in black
neighborhoods.
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January 15, 1999

CUOMO SAYS SAN FRANCISCO AREA DEVELOPER PAYSBLACK COUPLE
$71,000 TO SETTLE COMPLAINT OF HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

Secretary Cuomo announced that one of America slargest housing developerswill pay ablack
couple $71,000 to settle a complaint accusing the firm of refusing to sell the couple a San Francisco Bay
area home. Centex Homes, adivison of Centex Red Estate Corporation, agreed in an enforcement
agreement with HUD to settle a housing discrimination complaint filed with HUD in 1997 by Oakland, CA
resdents SylviaMyles and Bruce Soublet.

Centex admitted no wrongdoing in the settlement. The married couple said they were given
conflicting information by Centex representatives and felt they were being discouraged from buying ahome
in Centex’s Five Canyons upscae home development in Castro Vdley. They said they wanted to move to
the area so their young daughter, Amber, could grow up in a safe neighborhood with good schoals.
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May 4, 1999

U.S.ATTORNEY SETTLESDISCRIMINATION SUIT AGAINST WORCESTER
RENTAL AGENCY, FOLLOWING HUD INVESTIGATION

In acaseinvestigated by HUD, the president of a Worcester, MA apartment rental agency
admitted her company routingly discriminated againg blacks, Hispanics and families with children, ina
consent decree signed with the U.S. digtrict Attorney for Massachusetts. Karen Soucie of Choice Property
Conaultants admitted the company used codes on listings— such as“ARCHIE” for Archie Bunker —to
indicate the prgjudice of alandlord. Souci€ s firm agreed to pay $30,000 to The Housing Discrimination
Project, the Holyoke, MA agency that brought the complaint to HUD.
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May 15, 1999

HUD REPORT ON RACIAL AND ETHNIC HARASSMENT AT BOSTON
HOUSING AUTHORITY FINDS PROGRESS MADE SINCE 1996;
TROUBLING PROBLEMSREMAIN IN SOME AREAS
* * *
Secretary Cuomo in Boston released a report that concluded the Boston Housing Authority had
made sgnificant progress since 1996 responding to racid and ethnic harassment in housing authority
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properties, but that troubling problems persst in some areas. The HUD report included over 50
recommendations for improvementsin BHA operations to address continuing problems. Boston Mayor
Thomas Menino pledged to carry out the HUD recommendations in an Improvement Plan over the next 12
months,
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September 15, 1999

NEW REPORTSDOCUMENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
MINORITIESBY MORTGAGE LENDING INSTITUTIONS

In aHUD-commissioned report, the Urban Indtitute found that minorities trying to buy homes
continue to face discrimination from mortgage lending inditutions. The report said that “not al Americans
enjoy equal access to the benefits of homeownership, in part because of unequa accessto capitd.” It aso
sad that “minorities are less likely than whites to obtain mortgage financing and, if successful in obtaining a
mortgage, tend to receive less generous loan amounts and terms.”

Secretary Cuomo released the Urban Ingtitute report at a news conference with members of
Congress and leaders of the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN).
ACORN released its own study at the same time demondrating continuing racia disparitiesin the nationa
home purchase, mortgage and refinancing markets. Congress Members James Clyburn of South Caroling,
Eleanor Holmes Norton of the Digtrict of Columbia, and Loretta Sanchez and Xavier Becerra of Cdifornia
aso attended.

kkkkkkkkkikkk*k

October 8, 1999

ELGIN, ILLINOISWILL REVAMP ENFORCEMENT OF OCCUPANCY CODE TO SETTLE
COMPLAINTSBY HISPANIC FAMILIES OF HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

Secretary Cuomo announced that Elgin, Illinoiswill change the way it ingpects homes for
occupancy code violaions and will pay seven Hispanic families atota of $10,000 to settle housing
discrimination complaints. The complaints — filed with HUD by the families between October 1998 and
May 1999 — dleged that the City of Elgin targeted Hispanic families for selective enforcement of
occupancy standards that limit the number of people who can live in ahome. The City of Elgin agreed to
conciliate the case before more investigation was required, and admitted no wrongdoing in the settlement.
The families told HUD that inspectors showed up unannounced at night and early in the morning — including
5 am. on one occason — to see how many people were insde a home. The families aso complained to
HUD that City code ingpectors entered homes without obtaining permission from occupants who did not

speck fluent English.
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November 10, 1999
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APARTMENT OWNERSPAY $100,000 TO SETTLE
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT IN TURLOCK, CA

Secretary Cuomo announced that owners of a northern Cdifornia gpartment complex have paid
$100,000 to settle a housing discrimination lawsuit that accused their maintenance man of threatening an
African American tenant and using aracid dur.

Jamil |. and Faud J. Khuri, doing business as the Khuri Family Trust, paid $100,000 to settle the
federd lawsuit. The suit accused maintenance man Robert Lafenier, who iswhite, of committing a housing
discrimination hate crime by harassng African American tenant Charletta Fairrer a the Elia Court
Apatmentsin Turlock.

Fairrer and her then-18-month-old son moved into the Elia Court Apartmentsin May 1997. In her
lawsuit, Fairrer aleged that on severa occasionsin 1997 Lafenier threatened her and used racid durs,
onceteling her: “You f***ing ni**er, if you ever knock on my door again I'll f***ing kill you.” In addition
to the verba harassment, Fairrer said that the letters“ SW.P.” and lightning bolts were scratched onto her
front door. She said that Lafenier’ s girlfriend told her later that the markings stood for “ Supreme White
Power.” In addition, Fairrer said a beer bottle was thrown at her car asit sat parked outside her apartment
building on another occasion. Fairrer said that she reported the incidents severd times to the apartment
complex manager Melissa Cohea, who alegedly told Fairrer nothing could be done.
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November 24, 1999

HUD FILESCHARGE AGAINST NEW YORK LANDLORDSACCUSED OF
DISCRIMINATING AGAINST WOMAN BECAUSE OF BIRACIAL GRANDSON

Secretary Cuomo today announced that HUD had filed a housing discrimination charge against
New Y ork landlords accused of telling awhite grandmother she would have to move out of her gpartment
because she planned to occasiondly care for her 3-year-old biracid grandson. HUD charged landlords
Lauraand Agustino Craveiro, who briefly rented out a second-floor gpartment in their home in the Long
Idand, NY community of West Idip to Ann O’'Dea. Ms. O’ Dea said that the day after she moved into the
gpartment in the Craveiro home, she told Mrs. Craveiro —in response to a question — that she occasiondly
cared for her grandson, Travis, on Saturdays. Ms. O’ Dea said Mrs. Craveiro, who asked about Travis
racial background, then said: “1 have to ask, can you baby-st e sewhere, because the neighbors object to
it.” About an hour later, Ms. O'Dea said Mrs. Craveiro told her she had until the end of the month to
leave.
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December 15, 1999

CUOMO AWARDS $15MILLION IN GRANTSTO HELP
GROUPSIN 53 CITIESFIGHT HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
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Secretary Cuomo awarded $15 million in grants to groupsin 53 cities to help them fight housing
discrimination. The grants Cuomo went to a broad cross-section of public and private fair housing groups
and state and locd agencies. The groups will use the funds to investigate alegations of housing
discrimination, educate the public and housing industry about housing discrimination laws, and work to
promote fair housing. The grants are funded under HUD' s Fair Housing Initiatives Program.
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January 17, 2000

CUOMO ANNOUNCESNEW CAMPAIGN AGAINST HOUSING DISCRIMINATION, AND
CHARGESIN PENNSYLVANIA AND NY FAIR HOUSING CASES

Secretary Cuomo announced a public avareness campaign to help people fight back against
housing discrimination, and announced housing discrimination chargesin casesin Pennsylvaniaand New
York. Inthe Martin Luther King Day announcement of the two cases, Cuomo said:

- HUD has charged a hate group leader in Philade phia with violating the Fair Housing Act for making
degth threets againgt afair housng advocate on his Internet web site and in atelevison interview.
Cuomo said that Ryan Wilson of Philadephia and the hate group he runs— ALPHA HQ — have been
charged by HUD with violating the Fair Housing Act. The charge stems from thregts posted on
Wilson's Internet web Ste and made by himina TV interview againg fair housing advocate Bonnie
Jouhari, formerly of Reading, PA.

HUD hasfiled housing discrimination charges againgt the operator of aroom renta locator servicein
New Y ork City who refused to help deaf people find housing, and who steered people posing as
renters to different neighborhoods based on their race. In early 1999, Keith Toto caled Space Hunters
using the services of arelay operator. Relay operators are typically used by hearing impaired people to
communicate by phone with parties who do not have a Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD). Toto
said that the person who answered at Space Hunters said the company did not serve people with
disabilities, used an obscenity when questioned, and hung up. Company President John McDermott
told HUD investigators that he did not have time to ded with relay operators serving people with
hearing imparments and it was his policy not to talk to them.
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